. 
2 
k ö 
4 
2 — 2 * »- 0 * - . —  — '—— * 


— 


To His Grace the Earl of Melvil, 7 heir * gjeſties 
High Commiſſioner, and the Honourable 
Eflates of Parliament, 


The S application of Their Maje flies kindly T ennents, 
in the four Tomnt of Lochmaben, 


Humbly Sheweth, ant: 


Hat your Petitioners and their Predeceſſors, having for ſeveral Ge- 
nerations by-paſt, beenkindly Tennents to Their Majeſties Prede- 
ceſſore, in the Lands of the foreſaids four Towns, preſently poſ- 
ſeſſed by us; And King James the 6th. having Diſponed to the 
Earl of Annandale Murray, the Caſtle, Conſtabulary, and Caſtle-Lands of Locb- 
maben, whereof the foreiaids four Towns poſſeſſed by us, are a part; His 

Majeſty and His Succefſors, notwithſtanding thereof, did ſtill take your 

Petitioners and their Predeceſſors under their ſpecial Royal Proteclion, 

and Diſcharged us to be removed from our reſped ive Polleſlions, ſo long as 

we made payment to the ſaid Earl of Annandale and his Sucee ſſors, of our 

Maills and Duties, as is clear by ſeveral Signatures, and Warrants under the 

bands of King James the Sixth, and King Charles the Secong, ready to be 
produced: And the late Viſcount of Stor mount having ſucceeded in the late 

Earl of Annandales Right to theſe Lands, he at the ſpecial deſire of the de- 
ceaſt King Charles the Second, did grant a ſpecial Obligement, not to re- 
move us from our Poſſeſſions; but in reſpect we will acknowledge our ſelves 
to be Tennents to none but the King, we were ſo oppreſſed, that the Va- 
luation of our Lands, which was formerly but about tooo pounds Scots, is 
now made upwards of 4400 merks; and albeit our former Valuation was 
greater than any ſo much Rent in the Countrey of Annandale 3 yet the Va- 
luators for the time, as a Cloak for our unjuſt Oppreſſion, did valve the 
Friviledge we had of not being removed, to als much as our yearly Rent, 
and a fourth part more, albeit we did pay als much for our Land as any o- 
ther in that Countrey pays for. Lands of the like quality and extent; and 
which is more abſurd, they did not only meaſure and value our Graſs, but 
likewiſe our Common Moor, as ſeparat and diſtin& Intereſts ; notwithſtan. 
ding that our yearly Rent was payed for all i» cusnlo, and that there was 
never any Graſs, or Commonty valued in the Shire where we liveg And 
albeit our faid Valuation be more than double what our Lands are worth of 
payable Rent, yet ſo far have we been oppreſſed hitherto, that we was quar- 
tered upon, for all Ceſs and publick Burdens, as if we had been Heretors, 
and we never received any allowance of the ſaids publick Burdens out of 
our Rents, albeit we be but kindly Tennents, and that never any of us, or 
our Predeceſſors had any Infeftment, or pretence of Heretage inthe Land, 
but the benefit of being kindly Tennents allanerly; and the late Viſcount 
of Sgormont having upon pretence, that we the King's kindly Tennents were 
overvalued, obtained a Ratification of the Valuation of his whole Lands is 

cumulo, and thereupon received a deduRion and abatement of 3000 merks 
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from his yearly valuation: Yet your Petitioners have received no ſhare of 


that abatement, but on the contrair a new burden was laid upon us, for 


eaſing and relieving the Viſcounts other Tennents. By all which it is evi- 
dent, that baving the honour to be repute the King's kindly Tennents, we 
are more oppreſſed than any Tennents in the Kingdom, and that thereby 
many of our Neighbours have been forced to Renounce their Dependence 


upon Their Majeſties , and become moveable Tennents to the Viſcount o 


Stormont, and upon their ſo doing, ye ee relieved of the half, or 
two part of the publick Burdens, by the Viſcount and his Chamberlam; and 
ſeing that we and our predeceſſors, have been for ſu many Generations, un- 
der the ſpecial and immediat Proted ion of the Crown, and that we are moſt 
unwilling to depart from the honour thereof, | 


May it therefore pleaſe your Grace, and the Honourable Eſtates of 
Parliament, to take the Premiſſes, and our (ad oppreſſed Con- 
dition to Conſideration, and to Ordain our Valuation to bt Re- 
ified, and reſtricted to the yearly Duty, payable by us, and to 
recommend to ſuch perſons as your Grace and the Honourable 
Eſtates ſhall think fit, to ſee the ſame Valued and proportioned, 
according as other Lands of the like Rent in the Countrey 
Valued and to Declare, that Fi we ar 
and not Heretors, we ſhall'on y be lyable in payment of publick 
Burdens as other Tennents, and that in cafe we be forced to ad- 
vanceany part of the publick Burdens, due and payable by the 
Heretors, the ſame ſhall be allowed to us in the firſt end of the 
Maills and Duties, yearly payable by us to the Viſcount of 
Stormont; And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, Gs. 
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